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The Parable of the Wicked Tenants

Mt21.33-46

“Listen to another parable. There was
a landowner who planted a vineyard,
put a fence around it, dug a wine
press in it, and built a watchtower.
Then he leased it to tenants and went
to another country. ** When the
harvest time had come, he sent his
slaves to the tenants to collect his
produce. *° But the tenants seized his
slaves and beat one, killed another,
and stoned another. *® Again he sent
other slaves, more than the first; and
they treated them in the same way. >’
Finally he sent his son to them,
saying, ‘They will respect my son.
But when the tenants saw the son,
they said to themselves, ‘This is the
heir; come, let us kill him and get his
inheritance.’ * So they seized him,
threw him out of the vineyard, and
killed him. *° Now when the owner of
the vineyard comes, what will he do to
those tenants?” ** They said to him,
“He will put those wretches to a
miserable death, and lease the
vineyard to other tenants who will give
him the produce at the harvest time.”

» 38

2 Jesus said to them, “Have you
never read in the scriptures:

‘The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone;

this was the Lord’s doing,

and it is amazing in our eyes’?

3 Therefore | tell you, the kingdom of
God will be taken away from you and
given to a people that produces the
fruits of the kingdom. ** The one who
falls on this stone will be broken to
pieces; and it will crush anyone on
whom it falls.”

“5 When the chief priests and the
Pharisees heard his parables, they
realized that he was speaking about
them. *° They wanted to arrest him,
but they feared the crowds, because
they regarded him as a prophet.

M12.1-12

Then he began to speak to them in
parables. “A man planted a vineyard,
put a fence around it, dug a pit for the
wine press, and built a watchtower;
then he leased it to tenants and went
to another country. > When the season
came, he sent a slave to the tenants to
collect from them his share of the
produce of the vineyard. * But they
seized him, and beat him, and sent
him away empty-handed. * And again
he sent another slave to them; this
one they beat over the head and
insulted. ® Then he sent another, and
that one they killed. And so it was with
many others; some they beat, and
others they killed. ® He had still one
other, a beloved son. Finally he sent
him to them, saying, ‘They will respect
my son.’ ’ But those tenants said to
one another, ‘This is the heir; come,
let us kill him, and the inheritance will
be ours.’ ® So they seized him, killed
him, and threw him out of the
vineyard. ® What then will the owner of
the vineyard do? He will come and
destroy the tenants and give the
vineyard to others. *° Have you not
read this scripture:

‘The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone;

" this was the Lord’s doing,

and it is amazing in our eyes’?”

12 \When they realized that he had told
this parable against them, they wanted
to arrest him, but they feared the
crowd. So they left him and went
away.

Jesus and Four Different Perspectives

L20.9-19

He began to tell the people this
parable: “A man planted a vineyard,
and leased it to tenants, and went to
another country for a long time. *°
When the season came, he sent a
slave to the tenants in order that they
might give him his share of the
produce of the vineyard; but the
tenants beat him and sent him away
empty-handed. ** Next he sent
another slave; that one also they beat
and insulted and sent away empty-
handed. ** And he sent still a third; this
one also they wounded and threw out.
2 Then the owner of the vineyard said,
‘What shall | do? | will send my
beloved son; perhaps they will respect
him.’ ** But when the tenants saw him,
they discussed it among themselves
and said, ‘This is the heir; let us Kill
him so that the inheritance may be
ours.’ *° So they threw him out of the
vineyard and killed him. What then will
the owner of the vineyard do to them?
'® He will come and destroy those
tenants and give the vineyard to
others.” When they heard this, they
said, “Heaven forbid!” ** But he looked
at them and said, “What then does this
text mean:

‘The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone’?

'8 Everyone who falls on that stone will
be broken to pieces; and it will crush
anyone on whom it falls.” ** When the
scribes and chief priests realized that
he had told this parable against them,
they wanted to lay hands on him at
that very hour, but they feared the
people.
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Where do the Gospels come from? — Source Criticism

Mt22.23-33

**That same day the Sadducees, who
say there is no resurrection, came to
him with a question. **"Teacher," they
said, "Moses told us that if a man dies
without having children, his brother
must marry the widow and have
children for him. *>Now there were
seven brothers among us. The first
one married and died, and since he
had no children, he left his wife to his
brother. **The same thing happened to
the second and third brother, right on
down to the seventh. ?’Finally, the
woman died. ®Now then, at the
resurrection, whose wife will she be of
the seven, since all of them were
married to her?"

?9Jesus replied, "You are in error
because you do not know the
Scriptures or the power of God. *°At
the resurrection people will neither
marry nor be given in marriage; they
will be like the angels in heaven.

#But about the resurrection of the
dead—have you not read what God
said to you, **1 am the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the
God of Jacob'? He is not the God of
the dead but of the living."

#When the crowds heard this, they
were astonished at his teaching.

M12.18-27

®Then the Sadducees, who say there
is no resurrection, came to him with a
question. ***Teacher," they said,
"Moses wrote for us that if a man's
brother dies and leaves a wife but no
children, the man must marry the
widow and have children for his
brother. °Now there were seven
brothers. The first one married and
died without leaving any children.
“The second one married the widow,
but he also died, leaving no child. It
was the same with the third. #In fact,
none of the seven left any children.
Last of all, the woman died too. At
the resurrection whose wife will she
be, since the seven were married to
her?"

#jesus replied, "Are you not in error
because you do not know the
Scriptures or the power of God?
“When the dead rise, they will neither
marry nor be given in marriage; they
will be like the angels in heaven.

“Now about the dead rising—have
you not read in the book of Moses, in
the account of the bush, how God said
to him, 'l am the God of Abraham, the
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob'?
*’He is not the God of the dead, but of
the living. You are badly mistaken!"

Jesus and Four Different Perspectives

L20.27-40

*’Some of the Sadducees, who say
there is no resurrection, came to
Jesus with a question. *®**Teacher,"
they said, "Moses wrote for us that if a
man's brother dies and leaves a wife
but no children, the man must marry
the widow and have children for his
brother. *Now there were seven
brothers. The first one married a
woman and died childless. **The
second *'and then the third married
her, and in the same way the seven
died, leaving no children. *Finally, the
woman died too. *Now then, at the
resurrection whose wife will she be,
since the seven were married to her?"

¥ Jesus replied, "The people of this
age marry and are given in marriage.
*But those who are considered worthy
of taking part in that age and in the
resurrection from the dead will neither
marry nor be given in marriage, **and
they can no longer die; for they are
like the angels. They are God's
children, since they are children of the
resurrection. *'But in the account of
the bush, even Moses showed that the
dead rise, for he calls the Lord 'the
God of Abraham, and the God of
Isaac, and the God of Jacob.' **He is
not the God of the dead, but of the
living, for to him all are alive."

¥some of the teachers of the law
responded, "Well said, teacher!" “°And
no one dared to ask him any more
guestions.
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